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the books written after the time of Jesus,
you will find that those multitudes of
believers who hear the parables are, as it
were, 'without/ and worthy only of
exoteric doctrines, while the disciples learn
in private the explanation of the parables.
For, privately, to His own disciples did
Jesus open up all things, esteeming above
the multitudes those who desired to know
His wisdom. And He promises to those
who believe on Him to send them wise
men and scribes. . . . And Paul also
in the catalogue of ' Charismata' bestowed
by God, placed first ' the Word of wisdom/
and second, as being inferior to it, ' the
word of knowledge/ but third, and lower
down, 'faith/ And because he regarded
' the Word' as higher than miraculous
powers, he for that reason places ' work-
ings of miracles ' and ' gifts of healings ' in
a lower place than gifts of the Word/'J

The Gospel truly helped the ignorant,
"but it is no hindrance to the knowledge
of God, but an assistance, to have been
educated, and to have studied the best
opinions, and to be wise/'2 As for the

1 Ibid. ch. xlvi.         2 Ibid. chs. xlvii.-liv.